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zPRECIOUS MITHRIDATEZ' 


The SOULE} 


Made up of thoſe two Porsons, 


Covetouinels + 


AND 


Prod igality: 


The one drawn from the Fathers 
II Qualities : 
The other from the Son-: 
For the Curing of both Extremes, 
and advancing Frugality, the Mean. 


0 3 e i e e {be 


» 
1 


— 
„ N 
* 
1 
= 
* 
X 
* 
2 
3 


| 


tg ds to rt Sg 


eing foure Chapters taken out of R. Funins 
his Chrftian Library, 
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Bartholmes Well- L-yard, and H. Crips in Popeſhead-ally. 
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A Precious Metbridate for the Soul, 
N Made up of thoſe two Poyſons, 


Covetonſneſs and Prodigality 
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men may not ſhake them out of their pockets, If thou receiv 


fue pounds ; Bur to hope this, were an Heal of Frenxje , not of Raſen 5. 3 


PREF ACE, 


Such as have formerly heard theſe Nightipgales „ or ſeen theſe 


Jewels in another Cage, or Cabinet; may pleaſe;to take notice; 
that they are not ftolen,but borrowed, Every Garden is furniſbed 
from other Gardens, and ſo is mine; but with leave from the 
Owners: As Vertue is diſtributive, and good Fruit the 
more common i is, the better it is, Beſides the oftner theſe 
Nails are hammered, the deeper they pearſe;and pearſe tos deep 
they Cannot: f or five words remembred is better than 4 thouſand 
forgotten, Again, old metal caſt into anew mold; becomes 
new. and is ſo eſt. emed.Theſe Pearls are filed apox a ſtringithat 
any ſpiritual benefit by pertaking of this Banquet (or exttact) 
give God the glory; which is all the Confectionet expetts. 
for hu pains:for praiſe or thanks I ſeek uon, as I have deſerved ' 
none. Or in caſe my labour bath been worthy of hire, the great 
pleaſure I took therein, bath been ſweeter than avathers wa- 
gei. Tea. if I have not grown better by it „ yet it bath kept me 
from worſe » and not afforded me time to entertain the Divel, 
Nor have 1 more made my Book ha my Book bath made 
me, 7 „F, [> 
CHAD, I. 


Aving felt the Cormorants pulſe , I find.it ro beat moſt violently 
H after gain; He were a Shillful Phyſician char could pick out the 

eech worm, which makes him ſo hungry: yea, he ſhould de- 
erve a greater reward, then Eraſtratus had for curing Antio-. 
chus , which was fourteen thouſand three hundred ſeventy and 
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4 A preciow' Mubridate for the Soul. 


for you ſhal ſooner hear of an hundred Malefaftors converſion at the 


you bz and b Sons Eier, and ſet them ub as Sea-marks to make 
others beware; that berth may do good ſervice to the Church : For whereas 
boneſt men pro the Commonwealth, by vccafioning themſelves to be imi- 


— 


5's them of one Covetoue Cormorant in his bed, Onely I will give | 


tated; cheſe (ball happily benefit the ſame, by cauling themſelves to be 


' evitated, As ſometimes 2 Harlot fate harh ſuggeſted chaſtneſs: and 


good may be learnt, both by ſimilitude and contrariety. Ar leaſt the beauries 
of all Ch1iſtian graces, are illuſtrated by rhe blackneſs of their oppoſite 


vices, 
The Covetous Miſer is one chat atfe&s no imployment or Occupation 


— — 


for ir ſelf, but for gain: all his reaches are ar riches: his ſummum bonum 


- 18 commadity , and gold is the Goddeſs he adores in every thing. He plots, 


fuddies, contrives, breaks his peace, his ſeep, his bramt, ro compals his 
deſires: and though he venters his ears, his neck. his ſoul ; he dares not 
deny his ſlave, his dg, his Devil Avarice : nor cares he how be gets, but 
whakhe gets. T 

of it; you cannot name the Sin that he will not ſwallow'in the [ſweet 
math of commodity : like Dorio the Bawde in Terrence , he is not aſhamed 
che baſed ations chat bring him in benefit; nor does he ſmell any 


---#variceis the grave of all good, ir cars our the very heart of prace , 


by aating grace out of the heart. The damps of the earth do not more 


quench fire , then the love of earth ſti ſies grace ; neither trees nor Eraſſe 
grow above, where the golden Mines are below; If the love of mony 


here is no evil? char he will not do, ſo goods may come 


trente, between gold got by oppreſſion, and that which is honeſtly come by. 


dnce entred into the heart, no fruits of goodneſs will appear in the 
Eft : yea there is an abſolute contrariety, between the love of God, and 


the love of Mammon ; as our Sæviour ſhews, Luke 16. 13, 
This Machtvillians heart is a very mint of fraud, that can readily 
cn falſchoods upon every occafion ; yea, he is ſuch a deep, that one may 
better tell the haires of his head, then either rhe'ſprings, wards, or wic- 
Nedueſi x bis deceitful heart: and yer ſo fooliſh withall, char ke not onely 
Aupoveriſheth his ſoul, ro inrich his body, but ro purchaſe a great eſtate , 
ha will ſell both ſort and body. Like Sylveſter the ſecond, who to ger the 
Popedome , gave his ſoul to the Devill, | 

e pooreſt Cheats ſoul (if ever it be ſaved) coſts no leſs a price than 
Chriſts preosous blood : yer half a crown, yea fix pence will make this 
Chur le ſell his. By which means he ſwels in his eſtate from a Toad to an 
Oxe (as in the Fable) and then burſts. And (which I would have you to 
obſtrve) he thinks himſelf ſo much the wiſer as he is the richer : which 
makes me rhe mote willing to ſtigmatiz e his folly, | 
Zo ſhew that Covetous men beony to Hell afrex they die, they are like. 


Hell while they live: Nell is never fled , and they are never ſatitſed. 
Mis abundante no more queucheth his ſuſt, than ſue! does che flame; yes, 
lire Oyl, it kind/eth che fire which ir ſcems to quenth, Avatice is * Dry 
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he Covetons Cormorant is like one of Phar lean aud ilifavoured Muc: 


for though he devours much, yer he is never the leſs hungry, never the 


— 


| becauſe they are invißble. Nothing will fink into his 1 
ſee with his eyes, or feel with his fingers. And in caſe he cannot ga op 


f 
i 


| x 
cannot indure. No, if another be at the charges to ſerve God, this 


more fat. A moderate water makes the Mill go merrily, but too much 
will not ſuffer ir to go at all. | 


The Covetous Miſer is like the Indians , who though they have all the. 


Gold among hem, yet are the moſt beggeily people alive. He is like 
** to the chin — ha of ruins 


hanging a 
the other. Or like an Aſſe that is laden with 


wants every thing. = 
His buſineſs will never give him leave to rhink of his 


to ſerve God, but the State; which he uſes not as a — VE 


his Religion is the [ove of money. He goes to Church indeed, $ Fo 1 


but his f/ver. To him all fpirituall and etennall thi 


being Religious, his care ſhall be not co loſe by it: and chat Religion þ 
like him beſt that is beſt cheap, and that wil} coſt him leaſt. An r 


is welcome to him, bur that which bears upon u work# , a0 _ 


like Fudas, will cry our, Whyis this waſte? Nor ſball any means erer 


convert him. No Phyſich is ſtrong enough ro purge out this Humour? ba- 
cauſe, if ever he ſhould repent, he muſt reſtore his ill N 


which to him is as hard an injunction as that of God to Abrabam,, Ge 


22. 2. Or, as that of our Saviour to the Yung many Luk. 18. 23. and 


therefore What hope of his yielding > Covetouſneſſe is 148/485) » be. 20 
Coll. 3. 5. nd Money is the covetous mans gad and — * wich his 55d, 
No, And ſo long as he keeps the weapon (ilbęot p in his wund, 
and will not pluck it out by reſtitution; ho is it poſſible he ſhauld be. cn- 
red ? He may wich that Rich man , Luk. ro. have a good mind to Heaven, 
in reverſſon: yet for all that he will not hear of parting with his Heeves 


' whereof be hath the preſent poſſeſſion, 


| 


4 


To ether fins Satan tempts a man often: bur Coverouſheſſe is 2 Ene 
and Recovery upon the Purchaſe. So that it is as caſie40 riſe a dead 
man, as to convert acoverous man. A Covetous man is like 2 fiels Patient 
thar cannot ſpit, whom nothing will cure: Ot, like acrach d Bell, lor 


| which there is no remedy but the fire. Or like one char hach the Plagus- . 
whom all char cen be done is co © 
racket be 4.7444 3 


tatenc, who i all hope, and ſor 
ee eee though] had 


A preciens eee 
| — — which is ever eating: yet keeps the body Lean. 
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then a Drunkard ; yet had I rather be a Drunhard then a Covetous Miſer 4 
Matth. 2 1. 31, 32, | 
CHAP. 2. 


Now, as this Mercileſs Miſer is all for ſparing, ſo hit Heir is all for 


waſteng : He lives poorly and penurionfly all his life, that he may die rich, 


Pſal. 39.6. And hat comes of it > As he bath reapt that which another 


ſowed, ſo another ſhall thraſh that which he hath reaped. He bords up, not 
knowing who ſhall enjoy it; and commonly they en Joy it who lay ic out as 
faſt. He takes only the butter, and leaves the ſweet for others, perhaps 


thoſe that wiſh him hanged, upon condition they had his means the 


ſooner; | 


Or poſſible ĩt is he may have children; which if he have, he loves them 
fo much better then bimſelf, that he will voluntarily be miſerable here 
and hereafter, that they may be happy. He is willing to go in a thred- | 


bare coat, to ſtarve his body, loſe his credit, wound his conſcience, 
beart and minde with fears and cares; yea he can finde in 


houſe, and leave his heir a great eſtate, as thinking his houſe and habi- 
ration ſhall continue for ever, even from generation ro generation, 
and call their lands by his name, as the Plalmiſt ſhews, Pſalm 
49.1 1. He is careful ro provide his children portions, while he provides 


70 portion of comfort for hit own welfare, either here or hereafter. 
He provides for his chil4rens bodies, ncr for their ſouls , ro ſhew that he 


begar not their ſouls bur their bodies. He leaves a fair eſtate for the 
wor ſey part, nothing for the eſtare of the better part. He de ſires to leave 
his children great rather then good, and is more 2mbir'ous to have his 
ſons Lords on earth, then Kinzs in heaven. But as he that provides not 


for their temporal eſtate, is worſe then an Infidel, 1 Tim, 5. 8. So he that 


provides not for their eternal eſtate, is litt le better then a devil, which 
yet is the caſe of ame parts of the parents throughout the Land. 

But obſerve how his children re quite him again, and how God requires 
him in his children ; tor commonly they are ſuch, as never give him thanks 


nor in the leaſt lament his Loſs; perhaps they mourn at his funeral, yet 
not for that he 4 dead, but becauſe he died no ſooner, Nor is it any rare | 


thing for men to mourn for him dead, whom they would. by no means 


Have ſtill to be alive. Vea forthe moſt part, ir is bur a faſhionable ſor- 


rom, which the ſon makes ſhew of at his fathers death; as having many a 
day wiſh for that hour. A ſorrow in ſhew onely, like that of Facobs ſons 
when they had ſold their brother Foſeph, who profeſt a great deal of greif 
for* his loſs', when inwardly they reſoyced. Have ye nor heard of a pro- 
drgal youtg heir ? chat incouraged bis companions,with, come ler us 


pay for all; meaning his father who was a Judge, bur be adjudged the pa- 
tt ĩimony from him to one of his younger ſons more obedient 5 And good 
reaſon he had for ir, for do give viches to the riotons;/ is all 
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damne his own ſoul and go to hell, that he may raiſe his 


drink, revel, throw the houſe out at windows ; the man in Scarlet wilÞ | 


one 8s to pour 
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| precious liquor into a Seeve, chat will hold no Gquid ſubſtance ; which 
| eccafioned the Rhodians, and Lydians, to ena& ſeveral laws; that thoſe 
| ſons which followed not their fathers in their vertues, bur lived vicioufly, 
> | ſhould be di inherited, and their lands given to che moſt verteous of that 
5. rate, not admiring any impious heir wharſoever to inherit, as Varro well 
notes. But it is otherwiſe in this caſe, for (in regard of Gods curſe upon 
this unmerciful Muckworm) if he have more ſoxs then one, the eldeſt 
as | Proves a prodigal, and he mberits. | 
Every mans own experience can tell him, that for the moſt part a ſcat- 
terer ſucceeds a gathere/ one thar waſts vertues faſter then riches, and r;ches 
faſter then any vertues can ger them; one that is as exceſſive in ſpending, 
as the other was in ſcraping; for as the father chooſeth ro fill by cheſts , 
ſo the ſon is given to ſatisſie his luſts. Nor could the one be more cunni 
1. at the rake, then the other will be at the pitchforx. The moneys which 
e, | were formerly cheſted like caged Birde, will wing it merrily when the 
n | young heir ſets them flying, And as Cicero ſpeaks, he 730rouſly ſpends that 
which the father had as wichedly gotten.The one would have aff to Nl 
other will keep nothing at all; the former gets and ſpends not, rhe latter 
ſpends and gets not. Tea the ſon being as greedy of expence, as the father 
„Was in ſcraping z he teddeth that with a fork in one gear, which was not 
gathered wich a rake in twenty. Yea how oft is that ſpent upon one Chriſt. 
. | mas yevelling by the ſon, which was fourty years a getting by ehe Father? 
Which Diogenes well confideved , for whereas he would ask of a frugal 
citizen but a penny, of a Prodigal he would beg a talent, and when the 
party asked him what he meant, to defire ſo much of him and ſo little of 
others, his anſwer ſhould be, Quoniam tu babes, ille habebunt ; becauſe bon 
haſt, and they will have. 1 ſnall beg of thee but once, thy eſtate will ſo ſoon - 
; vaniſh, ofthem often: yea give me now a talent, may live ro give thee a+ 
groat. And ar another time; hearing that the houſe of a cettain Prodigal 
was offered to ſale, he ſaid, I knew well that houſe was ſo accuſtomed to 
: | ſurfeiting, and drunkenneſs, that ere long it would ſpue out the Maſter, 
| us as: ; 
, Nay in all likelihood he foreſees it himſelf ; and therefore as he makes f 
- fſnort work with his eſtate, ſo not long with his life, as knowing, chat if he 
5 


11 


C 
e 
+: 
86 
E 
C 
1 


fſnould live long, he muſt be a begger. | 
As ſeldom but he ſhorrens his days ſome way ; for he gives himſelf. ro 
all manner of vice, gluttony and drunkenneſſe, chambering and wantonaeſs, 
pride, riot, contention, &c. He even baniſhes civility,and gives himſelf over 
co ſenſuality; and ſuch a life ſeldom laſts long. 
e They may rightly be called ſpend- alls, tor they not one ly ſpend all they 
have, but themſelves alſo.; in ſtead of quenching their thirſis, they drown 
both their bodies, ſouls and eſtates in Drink, They will call, Drawer give 
us an Ocean, and then leave their wits rather then the wie bꝛhinde them. 
One cryes to his fellow, Do me yeaſor ; but the drink anſwers, I will leave 
hee zo reaſon, no not ſo much as a beaſt hath; for theſe Nabalt cannot 
. abound, but they myſt be drunł and ſurfer, They have not onely caſt off: | 
T | A 3 | Relizi08 
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Religion chat fheyld make them quod men; hut even reaſax chat ſhayld 
make them men; And ſaving any oa the Sea, they five without all cam- 
270 ; as 2 ſhip on the water, ſo they on the land res tas and fro, and flagger 
lite à drunken man, P[al, 107. 27. | 

All their (ęlicity is in a Tauern, or brethell-houſe, where. barlats and 


* 


fecaphants rifle 7 eftatess and then ſend them to robhe, or teach them 


: how to cheat or borrow, whi 


. is all one, ſoc o pay they never mean, and 
predigality drives them ro re pair cheir tas great lati ſhaeſſe in one thing, 
by ton great covetoufueſſe and injuſtice in another. The grrateſt miſpenders 
for che moſt part are conſtrained to be as great mijſgettera, chat they may 
feed one vice with another. | 

Now as if they bad been bred among Bears, they know no other dia- 
lefi then roaring, ſwearing and hanning. It is the tongue or language of hell 
they ſpeak ; as men learn before hand the language of that Country whe» 
ther they mean to travel. 


By wine and furfering they pour out their whole eſtates intq their * * 
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bellies. The father went ta the devil one way, and che ſor will follow ham 
another; and becauſe he hath choſen rhe ſmoother wa he makes the #974 + 
haſi, The one ſo. loved Maney, that he could not afford himſelf goed 


D/ink : the other ſo loves good Drink, that be ſcornes Moacy. The Fathey 
cannot finde in his heart to pur a good morſe] into his belly, bur lives on 
roots, that his prodigal heir may ſeed un Pheſants ; he drinks water, that 
his ſon may drink wine, and that to drunkenneſs. The one dares not eat 
ay egge, le ſt he ſhould loſe a chicken, and goes to hell with whay and car- 
Yots, the other follows after with Canary, Partridges, and Potatoes. 


—— — 


Theſe are Epecures indeed, placing Paradiſe in their throats,and heaven 


ine is their Kitchiu, their Prieſt, is their Caoks their 


Altar is their table, and ibeir belly is their God. By wine and furfeit ngghey | 


pour out their whole e ſtares into their bellies ; yet nevettheleſs complain 


_ againſt nature for making their necks ſo ſhort. 


Ariſtip 


A gave to the value of ſixteen ſhillings for a Patridge 3 his clow- 
niſh neighbour to d him, he held it too dear at ma peace. 


Why, quoth 


1 — Ariſtippus, 1 eſteem leſs of a pound, then ĩhou doſt of a penny the ſame | 


in effect ſayes the prodigal ſon, to his penurious father; for hom elſe could 
he ſo ſoon bring a noble to nine pence, an inherirance of a thauſand pounds 


per aunum, ts an anunity ef fue hundred (billings ? beſides. he one obtain 


a thouſand pound s with mare eaſe, then the other did a thouſand pence; and 
by how much the leſs he eſttems of money, by ſo much the more no 


and better man be eſteems himſclf,and his father the more baſe;and bere- 


on he ſcorns any calling, and muſt go appaxe lled lake a Prince. 
604 hath inacted ir as a perpetual 22 ſweat of thy Face ( be ir 


bro or brain) ſhalt thou eat bread, til thou return to the earth, Gen. 3. 19. 
And tor the beſt Gentleman to diſ {pile honeſt callings (mental or manual) 
zs a pride without wit or grace. 


Maſter : the bravery ay ieee g, mult be builenpas 


ven gallant Abſalom was « great ſbeep- 
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implement in his Kitchin, or on his Table, be brought twice before 


ele, Hi l a 10 mars ren denn, de 
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of precious Mithridate for the Soul. 7 
the ground of ſruxalliy. Beſides, exerciſe is not more whalſams for the 
body, then. it is for the minde and ſou} ; bur this vai glorious Coxcombe 
is all far ſperts and plaaſima, and ſeldom ceaſes hunting after — — 
for veniſon) until he hach loſt the Bleſſing But he ſhould (O chat he 0 
conſider, that medicines are no meat to live by. N y 
Thea for his pride in apparel, you may know chat by this ; he is like the 
Cinamos tree, whoſe barke is of more worth then his body z or like the 
Eſiridge or Bird of Band, whoſe frathers are more worch then her fleſh: 
Or ſome Fermine , whoſe caſe is better then het carcaſs. And yer this 
ſwells him ſo, and makes him look as big, as if the river af bis blood could 
not be bonched witbin the channel of bis veins ; and ſhift -higattice he muſt, 
like the Iſlanders of Foalianna the ficle ; or that King of Mexico, who was 
wont to change his cletbs four times a day, and never wear them ga 
ploying his leavings and caſt ſuirs, for his continual liberalities 
— rewards, and who would alſo have neitner pot nor diſh, nar apy 


him, 

Indeed he cannot ſhift himſelf our of the Mercers books, until he hath 
ſold ihe het Farm or Lordſhip;perhaps a dinner or ſupper at ſome Tera, 
may colt him ten pounds or more; for he muſt pay the whale rec oni, hae 
he may be counted the beſt man. Vea when the ſhot comes 10 be pas 
for any man to draw in his company, is a juſt quarrel , and uſe 
made it unpleaſant to him not to fþend, and yet a bare bead in the flireats, 
does him more good, then a meals meat, He hath the o'fe of uaine glevys 
and that he feeds untill himſelf becomes the food. Nor can it be 
fiſt, for an exceſſive and ſucceſſiue impairing, alwayes importeth « final 
d([olution, Nor hath he ever the wit to think upon ſparing, till he comes 
to the bottom of the purſe, reſembling Plautus that famous comical Past, born 
in uu ria, who having ſpent all he had on plaiers apparel, was ſorced 
for his living, to ſerve a Baker in turning a hand mill, Like an hour-glaſ# 
turned up, he never leaves running till all be out; He never looks tothe 
bottom of his patrimony, till ic be quite unravelled; and then (too late) 
complains that the ſtock of his wealth ran coarſe at the fag ens. 

His father had tes good an opinion of the world, and he too much adi 
dai nes it : onely herein he ſpeeds (as he thinks): « little the better , for 
that thoſe who barked at bis father lite curs, faune upon bim, and liaꝶ bis 
band lihe Spanielr. Tea the Prodigalls caſe is herein bettex chen the Mis 
ſers, for che Prodigal (ſhall only have nothing hereafter; but the Covetaus 
man, bath nothing bere ner hertaſter. He beſtows upon his inferiors liberal 
gifts, thinking ir good gain to receive for ir good words, and your Wor- 
ſhip. Thus by the frequent uſe of ſubſtract ing pounds our of bundreds,ſhil- 
_ out of pounds,and perce out of ſhiilings, he end of his account proves 

C | | 


hers. 
. Idleneſs is the Coach that brings, a man to Needem ; prodigality the 
or 
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the proverb) is no mans foe elſe ; be he never ſo old, he never attains to 
thegeers of diſcretion; And in caſe providence do not take him ward, his 
heirs ſhall never be ſoughr after. His Veſſel hach three leaks, a laſcivious 
eye, a gaming hand, a deified belly; and to content theſe , he can neither 
rule his heart, his tongue, nor his purſe,” He never proves his own man, 
till he hath no other, and then r when want, or good counſel, or 
tinte hath made him ſee as much as his father did, at laſt he ſues for a 
Roos in an Almeſbouſe, that his father built; elſe when he feels want (for 
till then he never ſees it) he complains of greatneſs for inzratitude ; that 
he vs not thought of when promotions were a dealing. Yer ſeeing there 
is no remedy but patience, when his laſt Acre lies in bu purſe, he proje&s 
range things , and builds houſes in the aire , having ſold thoſe on the 

Not that he is a man of parts, for he is one ly witty to wrong and 
undoe himſelf; Eaſe, ſaith, Solomon, ſlayeth the fool (h, and the projjertt 
of Fools de ſtroyeth them, Prov. 1.32. 


CHAP. 3. 


\ /ÞAny an one hath his father unfeathered ro warm him, bur _ 
drunkenneſs, 2amming.ec. plucks them away again ſo faſt, that he 
ſoon becomes naked and bare. He is like a barren plot of ground, for let 
him receive never ſo much ſeed and manuring , Sun and ſhowers, he re- 
niaines ever dry and fruitleſſe, and no marvail, when nor onely his leud 
and vicious courſey bring Gods curſe upon all he hath or rakes in hand; 
but when he and what he hath, jsalſo curſed for his fathers ſake. For 
whereas the Ho!y Ghoſt ſaith of the juſt man, His ſeed ſhall be mighty upon 
earthy his generation (11 be bleſſed, & c. Pſal. 112. 2. and many the like, 
Pſal. 1 03. where God hath promiſed to bleſſe and reward the children; 
yea, the childrens children ſor their fathers goodneſſe, verſ. 17. Iſa. 58.10, 
11. 12. Pſal. 37.25, 26, & 112. 2. to 6. Of which I might give you 
examples, not a few. The children of Noah were preſerved from drown- 
ing for their farhers ſake, Gen. 7. 1. Mephiboſheth fares the better for his 
fathers goodneſſ:: The Reute for Ferbroes, 1 Sam. 15. 6. and that ſome 
hundreds of yeers after their Anceſter was dead; Phineas his ſeed for his 
fake, Numb. 25, 11, 12, 13. Solomon for his father Davids ſake, 2 Sam. 1. 
2. Iſhmael tor Abrahams ſake, Gen. 17. 20. find all Iſarel fared the bet- 
ter for Abraham, Iſaac, and Iacobs fake, Deut. 4 37. 1 Kings 11.12. The 
loving-hindneſſe of the Lord, ſayes the Pſalmiſt, mdureth for ever, and ever, 
upon them that fear him, and bu righteouſneſſe upon childrens children, Pſal. 
103. 17. Exod. 20. 6. a 
And as God an bleſſeth, 2nd rewardeth the children for their a- 
thers goodneſs, ſo on the contrary, Exod. 20. 5. Eternal payments God uſes 
to require of the perſons only, temporary oftentimes of ſucceſſion. as we ſue 
the Hezrs and Executor of o'r Debtors. God hath peremptotily told us, 
that be will viſit the iniquity of ungodly parents, upon their children, _ 
11 * the 
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ſons weile banged, Heſter 9. 13,14. And ſo fr Sauls fin, his fever ſens were 
likewiſe hanged, 2 Sam. 21. 6. and chusFor Achans ſen, all his ſons and 
daughters were ſtoned to death, and burned with fire by the Command- 
ment of Moſes, who was in Gods ſtead, Iofh.7 Vea Go hath peremtorily 
threarned, Pſal. 109. that the children of a cruel and unmerciſull mau, 


ſhall be Vagabonds and beg thetr Brea d, and that none ſhall extend merci vr 


favor unto them, ver. 7. to 17. God will make thoſe children bergers, for 
whoſe ſakes the fathers have made ſo many beggers ; this is a rrurh which 
the father will not belecve, but as ſure as God is juſt , the Son ſhall feel. 
As what common and daily experience have we thercof , had men but 
the wit to obſerve it > for hence it is, that riches ill got, ſhift Maſters for 


often. As rare it is, if the wealth of an Oppreflor doth laſt to the fourth! '-* 


generation, ſeldom to the ſecond ; for commonly in this caſe,” as the father 


was the firſt that raiſed his houſe, by his extreme getting and ſavinꝑ, ſo che 


ſon proves the laſt , in overthrowing bis houſe by exceſſive pending and 
Javithing ; as Tullius Cicero anſwered a P. odigal that told him he came of 
beggerly parents ; ſor no man hen his means is cone, will ever aſtertruſt 
him with 2 ſtock to begin the world again ; the caſe ſtanding wih him a 
ir d d with the unjuſt Steward, who having waſted his maiters goods ſor 
the time paſt, con'd not be truſted with the like for the tim? ts come and 
whereas hitherto he hath with Eſan, -rejefted the blefne of proſperity, it 


will be deny*d him hereafter, though he ſhouldſorh it with tears: and: 


which is worſe then all, if death find him (as is much to be feared) 2 
banquerupt of ſpiritual, as of Weridly goods, it will ſend him to an eternal: 
priſca : tor what can we think of them, that do not onely Joſe cruſts and: 
crummegs, which our Saviour would have carefully gathered np,: F . 
12. but even liviſh and wherle away whole patrimonies; yea, moſt with- 


edly ſpend them in vit, and upon Dice, Drabs, Drimmkenniſs # Orhetcartul = 


account which theſe unthrifty Bryliffs will one day have to give wp to our 
great Lord and Maſter, when he ſhall call them to aſtr/& rechoxning of 
their talents ) if he was condemned that encreaſed not the ſum concredited 
to him, what then ſhal become of him that lawleſly and latiſh!y ſpends and 
impaires it? bringing in ſuch a reckoning as this; Item, ſpent upon m luſis 
pleaſures, and pride, 2 years, and five hundred or ten thouſand p, 
&c* let them be in their right ſenſes, they cannot thin that God will take 
this for a good diſcharge of their Steward ſbips, though the devil may and 
will make them helei ve, that Chriſt will ꝗ uit all ſcores between him, the 
father and them. | Sada 
And thus 1 have made ir plain, that want and beggery, is the heir ap= 
parent to riot and prodigality, and that he who when he ſhould not, ſpends 
too muth,ſhall, when be would not, ha ve too littel to ſpend;'a 260d-leflon for 
young gulls, ' I have likewiſe ſhown, that what th 
gorten,is as ill beſiowed, and worſe imployed, a good Item tor old Cnrtmud- 


ſeuls, for their ſors, to ſo little purpoſe, 


0. 
the third and fourth gencration, Exed.2 0.5. As for the fin of Haman, his ten 
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e covetous hath baſely 
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gens to take notice of, that ſo they may not ſlarte their bodies, and damm 
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u O dat the covereus Moule y who is now digging & bouſe in the earth 
fon his poſterity , did but fore ſee hom his Prodigal. ſor will conſume what 
be — ſo much care and induſtry harh ſcrapad together; for ſhould 
i" . hehave leave hereafrer to come aut of bell for an hour, and ſee ic, he 
| would curſe this his folly, yes, if poſſible, it would double the pain of his 
infernall torment, as it fares with Gnipho the Kſirer, who (as Lucian 
feignerh) hing in hell, lamentech his miſerable eſtate, hat one Kodocha- 
res, an inceſiuous Prodi gal, on earth conſumed his Waſlfully, which 
he by unjuſt means had ſcraped together ſo carefully; the which ſeemeth 
to have ſome affinity with the word of truth; why elſe is Dives being in 
hell torments, (aid to lift up bis eyes, and toſee Abraham a farve off and La- 
Nu in bis _ parlying ſo ſeriouſly about his brethren, whom he had 
left behind him? Luke 16. 23, &c. Why elſe doth our Saviour ſay, that 
the wic hed ſhall gnaſh their teeth for vexation, when they ſhall ſee Arabam, 
and Iſaac, ind Jacob in the K'ngdome of hea von, and themſelves thruſt out of 
doors} Luke 13.28. 
But that thou mayſt the better ſoreſee, or at leaſt fore-think what will 

follow, I willfhew thee thy caſe in ſundry other perſons. 

. Clodius, ſon to Eſophus the Tragedian, ſpent marvelous great wealth 


. * which bis father left him. Epicharmus the Athenian, having a large pa- 


trimony left him by his parents, conſumed it in fix dayes, and all his life 
time aſter lived a begger. Apicius, in banquetting, ſpent great reve- 
mne, left him by his parſimonzous father, and chen becauſe he would nor 
lead miferable life, hanged bimſelf. Pericles, Callas, and Nicius, by pro- 
Aigall lxviſhing and palpable ſenſuallity, ſpent in a ſhorr time very great 
parrimonies, leſt them by their parents, and when all their means was gone 
they drunk each of them a poyſoned pati on one to an other, and dyed in the 


Again, we read that Caligula, in one var of his reign, ſpent prodi- 
gally, fiaty ſeven millions of gold, which Tiberius his Predeceſſor had ga- 
thered together, as Tacitus tells us, and whereas Fehn the 22. left be- 
bind him, ( as Petrarch reports) two hundred and fifty tun of cold; inſo- 
much that an odde fellow made this jeſt of him, Exat Pontifex maximus 
(non uintute pecunie tamen maximus. Pope Sixtus Quintus, (called of 
Engliſhmen, a by-word, for ſelling our Kingdom. to Philip of Spain, Six 
Cinque,) through his intollerable covetouſneſſe, left in his Exchequer froe 
liens; bus his ſucceſſor Gregory the fourteenth, waſted four of them in ten 
mantbs aud leſſe , beſides his ordinary revenues, in riot and prodigdlity z 
and many the like which I could tyre you with; inſomuch that the curſe 


of Epimenides is daily ſulfilled, which was, that all the treaſure hord- 
ed up —— ſhould be. waſted by the ; for, forthe 
moſt part the Miſers ment lights into the hands of ſome ſuch: ding 
— — as out of à lahoriuus Silk-worm, tiles a pi, Eat» | 
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Nd ſo you have three Chapters, taken out of the e vention of: 


find this enſuing Character of a Prodigall or Looſe Libertine t it is in 
Chapter the th. vere he is appointed to lead the Troop, of Iꝑnorant, un- 
beleiving, Ingrarcful and wicked perfons ; as Fudas led the Souldiers, It 
begins, and goes on as followeth, | | 

Thou that art Openly profane ; doſt ſomanifeſtly prove, and pro- 
ſeſs thy ſelf ro be one of thoſe ignorant , nbelieving, ingrateful; and 
Wiched wretches herein concern'd : yea, to be one of the children 
of diſobedience whom Satan hath- blinded : that in reſpe& of others, 
} ſhould think ir needlefſe ro ſpend time in further proof thereof? 
yet I would gladly ſay ſomething ro ſhame rhee our of thy ſelf : here 
fore briefly thus: Thou art kept by the Devil ina ſuate, and taten cap» 
tive of him at hi will : he ruleth, and worketh bis pleafare in thee, as be- 
ing thy God and father, and Prince, and Maſter, 2 Tim. 2. 26. Joh. 8. 44, 
and 14. 30. 2 Cor, 4. 4. Thy odious qualities are theſe and rhe like + 


thou doeſt baniſh all civility , and give thy ſelf over to ſenſutlity : and 


- art a continual ſwearer, and that of _— oarhs. One of out 


art neirher.atraid nor aſhamed ; to ler thy wickedeſt chonghis hreał forth 


into actions. Yea, thou thinkeſt thy ſelf the honeſter man fot it + and 


boaſteſt chou art none of thoſe diſſembling Hypocrires tk ſeem ro be 
whar they are nor. Thou art a common Drunhard: in ſtead of quenching 

thy thirſt, thou drowneſt thy ſenſes. " 
Thou defireſt not the reputation of honeſty, bur of good fellowſhip: Thou 
aan, or 


ſons of Belial : who when thou art diſplealed with other s, wil t ſſie ny 
Mehkers face, and tear thy Savivurs Name in peices 2 even ſwearing am 
thy part in that blood, which muſt ſaye thee it ever thou bet 


ſaved, Yea, if thou arr never ſo little provoked, curſes with thees ſtrive | 


for number with oaths, and tewd ſpeeches with both. Thou knoweſt no 


other dialect, then roaring, ſwearing, and banning : and in caſe thou art 


reproved for-it, chou wilt ſay, x tate too much upon #2 #3 Corab and his 
complices ewitred Moſes, Numb. 16 3. not knowing how ſtrictly Gel 
commands, and requires it, Levit. 19. 17. Heb. 3. 11. 2 Um. 2. 20 3 
3.18,ro 22.2 Pet. 2. 7, 8. Whence as the Chief Priefts anſwered Fd 

24 that to 88 > ſo thou wilt blaſpheme God, rear chriſt in pieces, uni dat 
then berray,even ſhed his innocent blood,digging into hi; ſide wa on, 
and ſay, when told of ir, What js that io ? When thou ſt as well 


ſay;What is cbriſt to us > What is Heaven to us? or what is ſalvatiph ti us # 
For to us the one cannot be without the other. We Co | 


in Heaven, if we do not take his gloties part upom earth, 
7s mach about one; band, be they of on z of ho 
hin, andbejp hien 
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of his 
aith God 
hinderers. For if we muſt not ſec our 
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in Gods poodnef and Englands wnthankfuineſſe by the fame — 
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22.1. We are much more bound to help our Neighbour himſelf, from 
dropping into the bottomleſſe pit of Hell, And what know we? but we may 
win our brother, and ſo ſave his ſoul ? Matth. 18. 15. Again, chou art an 
uſual companion of Harlots , thy ſummum bonum is a Punt: and thou wile 
rather burn ix Hell, then mariy. 

Thou art one ot thoſe that St. Peter ſpeaks of: thou haſt eyes ſull of 
adultery, and that cannot cgaſe to ſin. Thou gazeſt upon every fair face; 
and luſteſt after every beauritul woman: I hy ſpeech is lewd and obſcene: 
thy diſcourſe ſcurrility, laſcivious thy behaviour. Thou art a frequent ſlan- 
derer of thy Netgbour : an open Sabbath breaker: Canſt boaſt of fin and 
m. ſchief, and if need be defend it. 

Like the Salamander, thou art never well, but in the fire of contention, 
And art apt to quarrel, yea, kill a man for every foolith rifle ; be it bur 
for the wall, or refufine to pledge thee ; as it thy honour were of more 
worth then thy ſoul. Yea, che D: vi / h th ſo blinded, and bewitchr thee: 
that thou thinkeſt every wrong,or diſgraceful word quarrel juſt enough, 
to ſhed blood, that true valour conſiſts only in a brave revenge and be- 
ing implacable : that patzence is but an argument of baſenrſſe; and there- 
fore thou wilt ra her ſuftcr a ſword zn.thy bowels, then a lye ia thy throat. 1 
confeſſe, uu wilt fight in no quarrcl bur a bad one, and ſooner in thy 


*M:ſtreſſe s defence, then in thy M. csg. 


Thou art of a reprobate juugment touching actions and perſons: eſtee- 
ming good evil, and evil good, Pi ov. 17. 1 5. and 29. 27. Iſa. 5. 20. Thou 
doeſt ſtifle thy conſcience, and wou ldſt foice thy ſelf to bel eve if it were 
poſſible, that in caſe men will not ſwear , drink drunk, conſorm to thy 
lewd cuſtom s. and ihe like , th y are over preciſe; and to forbear evil, 
15 quarrel ſufficient for thee. Thou ſpeakeſt evil of all, that will not run 
with thee to the ſame exceſſe of riot, 1 Pet. 4. 4, making them a by-word to 
the people, Fob 17.6. and a ſong amongſt thy fellow D-unhards , Plal. 69. 
12. Thou art ſo deſperately wicked , that thou wilt mock thy admon ſher, 
ſcoffe at the means to be ſaved; and make thy ſelf merry with thy own dam- 
Ration. 8 
In ſtead of bhatizg the evil thou doſt, and thy {If for doing it : thou 
art glad of it, rejoyceſt in it, boaſteſt of it; yea, pleadeſt for it, and ap- 
plaudeſi thy ſelf ſor thy wickedneſſe : God is not in all thy thoughts , except 
to blaſpheme him, and to ſpend his days in the Devils ſervice; And rather 
then abridge thy pleaſure , thou wilt hazard the diſpleaſure of God. Thou 
doeſt not honour but art ſiubborn, and diſobedient to thy parents; a Rioter, 
&c. If they ſtand in need of c hee; thou wilt not nouriſh or maintain 
them, as they did chee in thy need, Thou takeft no care to provide for thy 
own family , bur drinkeſt the very blood of thy Wife, Children, and Ser- 
yants ; and arr therein worſe then an Infidel, Thy greateſt delight is in 
iſh cruelty : as to ſee the poor innocent Creatures fight , pich out one 
anothers Eyes, and tear each others fi:ſh. Vea, to ſee two men fight, and 
hiÞ one anorher, thou aceounteſt bur a ſport or p aying, 2 dam. 2. 14. to 17. 
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A precious Mithridate for the Soul, 13S 
Thou wilt borrow , or run in debt with every one; bur never careſt to 
pay, or to ſarishe any one 3 except it be thy Hoſteſſe for drink, leſt ſhe 
ſhould never more truſt rhee, 

As good men by cheir godly admonition, and vertuous example, draw 
all they can to Heaven: ſo by thy ſubtile allurements, and vicious example, 
thou draweſt all thou canſt to hel. For as i\ ir were too little ro damnthy own 
ſoul or as if thine own fins would nor preſſe thee deep enough into bell; 
thou doeſt all that poſſibly thou canſt, to entice and enforce others to fin 
with thee 3. for thou doeſt envy, hate, ſcoff at, nich-uame, rail on, and ſlan- 
der the godly ; that thou mayeſt flour them our of their faith, damp, or 
quench the ſpirit where thou perceiveſt ir is kindled ; diſcourage them in 
there way to beavenzto make them aſhamed of their holy converſation, 
and religious courſe : pull them back to the World, that ſo thou mayeſt have 
their company here in ſin,and hereafter in torment. 

Thou feareſt a Gao} more then thou feareſt hell: and ſtandeſt more 
upon thy ſides ſmarting , then upon thy ſoul. Thou regardeſt more the 
blaſts ef mens breath, then the fire of Gods wrath: and trembleſt more 
at the though of a Serjeant or Bailiff, then of Satan, and everlaſting 
perdition. Thou takeſt incouragement from rhe Saints falls, and fins of 
Gods people to do the like: when they ſhould ſerve thee as Sea-marks , 
to make thee beware. V ea, thou doeſt moſt ſordidly, take liberty, and in- 
couragement to go on more ſecurely in thy evil courſes: becauſe God is 
merciful and forbears to execute judgement ſpeedily : and to defer thy re · 
ſentance, becauſe the Theif upon the Croſſe, was heard ar the laſt hour. Thou 
wilt boldly do what God forbids ; and yet confidently hope to eſcape what 
he threatens. 

Thus I could go on, to tell thee a thouſand more of theſe thy wicked 
thoughts, words, and actions; had I nor already done it. Bur becauſe I 
would not preſent my other Readers with Cale-worts twice ſod : be pet- 
ſwaded to take vicw of them, in my other ſmall Tra&, entituled, The o- 
dions, deſpicable, and dreadfut condition of «a Drunkard , drawn to the Life * 
though indeed even a Tyrh of theſe are ſufficient evidences to prove 
and to make thee confefle that thou art in a moſt damnable condition. 
But ſtand thou by, and ler the c7vil Faſticiary, and formall Hypocrite hold 
up their hands, and hear their charge. 

Here ends the Prodigals Cha rafter with which I will conclude. 


FINIS. 


— 


They chat pleaſe, may have the whole (Library conſiſting of thirty 
ſeyen Books ) at James Crumps, a Stationer in Little Bartholo- 
mews mel. ard, and at Henry Cripps his Shop in Popes« 
| bead-dbey, 1661, 


